[Soluble beta-galactoside-binding lectins].
Animal lectins are classified on the basis of structural and functional studies in two types: the C-type, characterized by their dependence on calcium ions and the S-type which are not calcium-dependent, but thiol-dependent. In this late one, a group has been extensively studied as the S-Lac type. They are extracted with saline buffers added with lactose in presence of thiol agents, and constitute a family of structurally related protein which contain a series of conserved amino acids. They specifically bind to complementary glicoconjugates, and their biosynthesis and localization are developmentally regulated. Their role could be related to several biological activities in different organs.